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In the course of  my teaching career in mainstream 
secondary schools, there were a few students from the 
Traveller community in many of  the classes I taught. 
Whereas, at the start of  Year Seven, their attendance 
was reasonably good, it was saddening to see this 
sharply dropping in the course of  that and successive 
years. 
Even when in school, these students became 
increasingly disaffected by the curriculum and their 
poor and intermittent attendance not only caused 
them to fall behind in their academic education but 
also to have difficulties in building and maintaining 
relationships with other students, resulting in a 
‘vicious circle’ of  further non-attendance. It was 
frustrating that in those days, although there was 
Targeted in-school provision for students with 
additional needs (for which, as SENCO, I was 
responsible) or for whom English was not their first 
language, there was nothing in place to assist or to 
motivate those from a Traveller background and 
culture. 

I am consequently proud to have been involved for 
the last six and a half  years as a Trustee of  the Trav-
eller Initiative, with its proven success in motivating 
and enabling young people from the Traveller 
Community to achieve in both the academic and the 
vocational sector. I love hearing the stories of  these 
young people as they take up the meaningful 
opportunities created for them, discover their hidden 
talents and not only achieve success in their chosen 
path but enjoy the process along the way. It is 
incredibly satisfying to learn of  their individual 
achievements and know that they are now experienc-
ing a justified feeling of  confidence, self-worth and 
empowerment that was denied to them in 
mainstream education. Moreover, the fact that so 
many of  the activities are closely meshed into their 
culture seems to truly represent inclusion in every 
sense of  the word.

LT-Hi! from our Director, 
Paul Boucher

Some words from one of  our
Trustees, Sue. 

WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL REVIEW



Chatting health with Lisa & SamanthaWE ARE THE CHAMPIONS



Music and Motivation with Kelise
TALKING TUNES WITH OUR SILVER SONGSTRESS





Talking Trees, Training, and 
getting his Chainsaw Licence



Talking animals with our college cover star, Analise

I’M A TRAVELLER...
GET ME OUT OF HERE!



L.T-Hi! Talks acting with Samantha
EVERY CLOUD HAS A SILVER (ARTS AWARD) LINING









Tracey tells us about her Research Study
TRAVELLER CHILDREN AND PRIMARY SCHOOL



Talking L.T.I and being one of  our original Trustees



Kirsty                                                Natasha                                                        Cat

CPD, not to be confused with CPR, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, which is in an 
effort to manually preserve brain function until 
further measures are taken to restore blood 
circulation and breathing in a person who is in 
cardiac arrest, is continuous professional 
development, which is aimed at stimulating the 
brain and increasing the knowledge and skills of  
members of  the work team.

LTI takes the duty of  providing CPD to its 
workforce extremely seriously as illustrated by LTI 
currently having three team members undertaking 
heavyweight professional qualifications. 

Kirsty Mathers and Natasha Walmsley are both 
studying for an NVQ Level 6 OCR Career Guidance 
and Development Diploma and Catriona Entwistle, 
our newest team member, is studying for a Level 5 
Diploma in Operations Management. Their studies 
will not only add to the skills they bring to LTI but 
provide them with a significant career development 
progression. 

Professional development with Kirsty, Natasha & Cat
MEETING MORE OF OUR TEAM 



I work for LTI as a play-worker, running play 
sessions for early years children on Summergangs 
Lane site, Gainsborough. I’ve lived on Summer-
gangs for 16 years. However, my job role goes 
beyond this, as I involve myself  with family 
support and also work with the Well Woman 
Group. The bottom line is that I really like to help 
others. 

I have done all the mandatory training such as first 
aid, food hygiene, child protection, health and 
safety and safeguarding and I keep up-to-date with 
the Lincolnshire County Council Children’s 
Safeguarding Partnership training.  I’m continu-
ally learning.  I love my job and I love making a 
difference. 

(Editor’s note: what follows is taken from a 
conversation between Paul and Ruth on a journey 
to visit some sites in Yorkshire to see if  LTI could 
help get some teaching started with young Travel-
lers not in mainstream education. Ruth being 
really helpful again!)

 I was born in Fulford just outside York, but grew 
up on a caravan site in nearby Osbaldwick. My 
childhood was loving; we got everything we 
wanted, had a nice home and a caring family. I 
went to school till I was 11. 

I love the old traditional foods. I was brought up 
eating tripe (cow’s stomach) and pig’s 
feet and they’re still my favourites today. 
My mam was the family cook. She did it from the 
age of  six as she didn’t have a mam herself  by 
then. As a child I was given hedgehog and pig’s 
chaff, which is a pig’s jaw with the teeth still in, 
sheep paunches (stomachs - clean them out and 
soak them overnight and then cook them), chicken 
necks, cow’s tongue and oxtails. Years ago, if  kids 
were teething, they would be given a bone to bite 
on and this still happens today. (Old remedies are 
the best remedies) Fortunately, pigs’ feet and tripe 
are still easy to get hold of  at the local 
supermarket; for some of  the others you need to 
find old traditional butchers or farmers markets. 
However, due to these sorts of  businesses 
dwindling I now travel further, to different 
counties to find these foods at markets. 

Gypsy gourmet grub with Ruth (‘Redhead’) 
FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD



Talking Art and Literature with Sereana
WORDS AND PICTURES





Talking with our Lead teacher, Lynne.
LEARNING ON THE MOVE
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FABULOUS FUNDERS


